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PREFACE 
 
Both legislative mandates and societal demands have driven the increased necessity for an 
integrated approach to language arts skills.  To that end, this curriculum strives to address all of the 
identified skill areas targeted in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (CCCS), the 
federal requirements established under No Child Left Behind (NCLB), and the needs of everyday, 
reality-based communication.   
 
It must be understood that the purpose of this curriculum is to be a general guide to both the specific 
language arts skills as well as the other curricula in which those skills should be implemented.  It 
would be counterproductive to ignore the expertise and competence of the individual classroom 
teachers.  Nevertheless, everyone benefits when instruction is codified, thereby ensuring continuity, 
eliminating redundancy, and facilitating a more comprehensive mastery of both the individual skills 
and the curricula in which those skills are essential. 
 
In order to achieve the learning targets stated within this curriculum, individual teachers must teach 
relevant and age-appropriate language arts skills, demonstrate their application in a variety of areas, 
and most importantly, hold the students accountable for consistently applying those skills.  Contrary 
to previously held educational philosophies, current thought and practice recognizes that language 
arts skills do not exist, nor can they be taught, in a vacuum.  In order for those skills to have 
relevance, they must be applied outside the language arts classroom. Although this may sound like a 
daunting task, in actuality it simplifies instruction by allowing the teacher to target standards from 
many disciplines with one activity.   The true measure of successful  instruction is when students 
readily and instinctively apply their acquired language arts skills across the curricula and in their 
everyday lives. 
 
 

GENERAL GOALS FOR LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

• Speaking- Students should be able to express their thoughts verbally in a clear, concise, 
animated manner before a variety of audiences and for a variety of purposes. 

 
• Listening- Students should be able to demonstrate actively that they can interpret, evaluate, 

and appropriately respond to information given orally in a variety of settings.  
 
• Writing- Students should be able to write in a clear, concise, and organized style that reflects 

an awareness of a specific audience and a specific purpose. 
 
• Reading-Students should be able to comprehend a variety of materials utilizing various 

reading skills including but not limited to word attack skills, context clues, and phonics.  
 

• Thinking-Students should be able to demonstrate progressive use of critical thinking skills 
through their growing sophistication in speaking, listening, writing, and reading. 
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GRADE 6 

UNIT TITLE Reading Literature- Novels 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Media Literacy 
• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Technology 

 
Big Idea  Essential Questions 

• Novels of different genres contain various story 
elements to be recognized and analyzed. 

• Novels can be compared by character 
motivation driven by the time period in which 
they live. 

• What are the important story elements of each novel? 

• How can students draw outside connections to novel 
characters and events? 

• What are the characteristic qualities that determine a 
novel’s genre? 

• What can readers do if they do not understand 
everything in a text? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Recognize and use grade level vocabulary from text  
• Read aloud with fluency and accuracy 
• Predict outcomes 
• Determine story origins and fractured tales (Cinderella-Enchanted) 
• Recall, analyze, and compare/ contrast story elements (e.g. setting, plot(major/minor details), characterization, 

conflict, climax, resolution, theme, point of view, suspense) 
•  Recall, analyze, and compare and contrast literary devices (e.g. irony, euphemism, flashback, foreshadowing) 
• Compare characters from different time periods in different conflicts. (Acorn People vs. Drums Girls and 

Dangerous Pie) 
• Compare and contrast authors’ styles of writing in the time periods in which their books were published. 
• Make outside connections based on life issues/conflicts of the characters. 

Story Elements  Story Genres Literary Devices  Skills 

• Setting (where and 
when) 

• Plot/Main idea 
• Characterization (traits, 

motivations, feelings) 
• Conflict (major problem 

or problems) 
• Climax 
• Resolution 

• Folktales 
• Dramas 
• Myths 
• Fantasy 
• Fables 
• Poetry 
• Mystery 
• Adventure 
• General fiction 
• Biography 
• Historical text 
• Scientific text 

• Point of View 
• Mood/tone 
• Theme 
• Good vs. Evil (protagonist 

vs. antagonist) 
• Dialogue 
• Figurative Language 

o Similes  
o Metaphors 
o Alliteration 
o Hyperbole 
o Idiom 

• Compare/contrast 
• Quote accurately from a text 
• Identify connotation/denotation 

(word meanings) 
• Summarize 
• Sequence 
•  Connecting 
• Drawing inferences 
• Cause/effect 
• Author’s purpose 
• Chronology 
• Structure analysis 
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• Technical text 
• Social studies text 

o Onomatopoeia 
o Oxymoron 

• Synthesis of information from 
various sources 

• Identify & evaluate textual 
support 

 

Content Standards 

 Reading/Literature 
 1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from 

personal opinions or judgments.  
 3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot 

moves toward a resolution. 
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a 

specific word choice on meaning and tone.  
 5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the 

theme, setting, or plot.  
 6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
 9. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their 

approaches to similar themes and topics.  
 10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 

proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  
Reading: Informational Text  

 1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 

opinions or judgments.  
 3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).  
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.  
 10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the range. 
Writing 

 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences.  

• Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  
• Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.  
• Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.  

Speaking and Listening 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

• Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

• Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.  
• Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion.  
2. Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, 
or issue under study.  
3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.  
Language 

 1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
 3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of strategies.  
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
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Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 
• Teacher circulation 
• Teacher-led discussions 
• Use of technological tools 
• Teacher created class webpage 

 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Class discussions (e.g. gender respect in folklore/fairytales, 

physical disabilities, fractured fairytales) 
• Various vocabulary practices (sentences, word maps, sensory 

language charts, vocab/character charts) 
• Read-aloud (e.g. Grimm’s Fairytales/Fractures 

Fairytales/Folklores) 
• Video presentations (e.g. The Mysteries of Egypt) 
• Story maps 
• Interactive whiteboard notes/activities 
• Homework 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Discussion List 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

Suggested novels: 
• The Rumpelstiltskin Problem By Vivian Vande Velde 
• The Egypt Game By Zilpha Keatley Snyder 
• The Acorn People By Ron Jones 
• Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie By Jordan Sonnenblick 

 
Other suggested materials: 

• Grimm’s Fairytales 
• Best Loves Folktales of the World By Joanna Cole 
• Fractured Fairytales (stories or videos such as Just Ella or Shrek) 
• Maps of Egypt 
• Short articles (Ed Helper) 
• Hieroglyphics sheets 
• Discovery Education website 
• www.studyisland.com 
• Videos 
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GRADE 6 

UNIT TITLE Reading Literature – Prose & Poetry 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Technology, Science 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Short stories and poetry must be analyzed and 
decoded successfully for comprehension of text. 

• Written poetry should contain grade level 
figurative language and literary devices. 

• Can students identify, analyze, and respond to the 
elements of structure in poetry? 

• What are some elements used to create a 
successful poem? 

• Can students make various inferences using 
textual evidence and provide supporting evidence? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Read fluently, analyze, and comprehend grade level prose and poetry 
• Apply elements of figurative language to poetry and prose 
• Analyze and apply knowledge of rubric when responding to text 
• Participate in class discussions reflecting poetry and prose 
• Recognize historical components in stories and compare/contrast to present day based on prior reading 
• Compose various types of poetry 

o Haiku 
o Tanka 
o Limerick 
o Couplet 
o Sonnet 
o Diamonte 
o Cinquain 

• Compose short essay responses to text containing supporting evidence and outside connections 
• To read at an individual level and pace 

Story Elements  Story Genres Literary Devices  Skills 

• Setting (where and 
when) 

• Plot/Main idea 
• Characterization 

(traits, motivations, 
feelings) 

• Conflict (major 
problem or problems) 

• Climax 

• Folktales 
• Dramas 
• Myths 
• Fantasy 
• Fables 
• Poetry 
• Mystery 
• Adventure 
• General fiction 

• Point of View 
• Mood/tone 
• Theme 
• Good vs. Evil (protagonist 

vs. antagonist) 
• Dialogue 
• Figurative Language 

o Similes  
o Metaphors 

• Compare/contrast 
• Quote accurately from a text 
• Identify connotation/denotation  
• Summarize 
• Sequence 
•  Connecting 
• Drawing inferences 
• Cause/effect 
• Author’s purpose 
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• Resolution • Biography 
• Historical text 
• Scientific text 
• Technical text 
• Social studies text 

o Alliteration 
o Hyperbole 
o Idiom 
o Onomatopoeia 
o Oxymoron 

• Chronology 
• Structure analysis 
• Synthesis of information from 

various sources 
• Identify & evaluate textual support 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
 1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from 

personal opinions or judgments.  
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a 

specific word choice on meaning and tone.  
 5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the 

theme, setting, or plot.  
 6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.  
 9. Compare and contrast texts in different forms (e.g., stories and poems) in terms of approaches to similar themes/topics.  

Reading: Informational Text  
 1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 

opinions or judgments.  
 3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).  
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.  
 5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of 

the ideas.  
 6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.  
 8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 

that are not. 
 10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the range. 
Writing  

 1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
• Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.  
• Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 

text.  
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.  

 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   
 6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 

command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.  
Language  

 1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
• Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 

expression in conventional language.*  
 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

• Spell correctly.  
 3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

• Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 
• Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.  

• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase.  

 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.  
• Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words.  
• Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 

unwasteful, thrifty).  
 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
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Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 
• Teacher circulation 
• Teacher-led discussions 
• Use of technological tools 
• Teacher created class webpage 
• Teacher created figurative language packet 
• Teacher created poetry packet 

 

• Cooperative Learning  
• Class discussions  
• Homework 
• Read-aloud 
• Online Videos 
• Use of interactive whiteboard 
• Figurative language activities 
• Class poetry composition and recitation 
• Book reports 

o Historical fiction 
o Sci-Fi/Fantasy 
o Realistic 
o Biography 
o Mystery/Suspense 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Hands-on activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Discussion list 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

• Weekly Reader: READ 
• Ed Helper articles 
• Discovery Education website 
• Open ended NJ 4pt rubric 
• Shel Silverstein Poetry Books 
• Figuratively Speaking Gr. 5-8 (Learning Works) Workbook 
• www.studyisland.com 
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GRADE 6 

UNIT TITLE Vocabulary 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology, Social Studies, Science 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Comprehension of text can be attained when 
the vocabulary is successfully decoded. 

• Writing has grade level potential when grade 
appropriate vocabulary is included. 

• Could descriptive, difficult, or simple vocabulary drive 
the interest and/or comprehension of the students? 

• How can students retain learned vocabulary and 
apply to everyday reading and writing? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Spell and decode grade level vocabulary 
• Identify word origins and parts of speech 
• Apply context clues to new terms 
• Apply target vocabulary to every day speaking and writing 

 

6th Grade Vocabulary List 
(Word Up Project) 

 
abundant 
access 
accommodate 
accumulate 
adapt 
adhere 
agony 
allegiance 
ambition 
ample 
anguish 
anxious 
apparel 
appeal 
apprehensive 
arrogant 
awe 

conspicuous 
contaminate 
context 
continuous 
controversy 
cope 
cordial 
cultivate 
cumulative 
declare 
deluge 
dense 
deplete 
deposit 
designate 
desperate 
deteriorate 

evolve 
exaggerate 
excel 
exclude 
expanse 
exploit 
extinct 
extract 
factor 
former 
formulates 
fuse 
futile 
generate 
genre 
habitat 
hazardous 

maximum 
meager 
mere 
migration 
mimic 
minute 
monotonous 
negotiate 
obstacle 
omniscient 
onset 
optimist 
originate 
painstaking 
paraphrase 
parody 
persecute 

retaliate 
retrieve 
rigorous 
rural 
salvage 
sanctuary 
siege 
significant 
solar 
soothe 
stationary 
stifle 
strive 
subordinate 
subsequent 
superior 
supplement 
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barren 
beacon 
beneficial 
blunder 
boisterous 
boycott 
burden 
campaign 
capacity 
capital 
chronological 
civic 
clarity 
collaborate 
collide 
commend 
commentary 
compact 
composure 
concise 
consent 
consequence 
conserve 

dialogue 
diligent 
diminish 
discretion 
dissent 
dissolve 
distinct 
diversity 
domestic 
dominate 
drastic 
duration 
dwell 
economy 
eerie 
effect 
efficient 
elaborate 
eligible 
elude 
encounter 
equivalent 
esteem 

hoax 
ignite 
immense 
improvises 
inept 
inevitable 
influence 
ingenious 
innovation 
intimidate 
jovial 
knack 
leeway 
legislation 
leisure 
liberate 
likeness 
linger 
loathe 
lure 
majority 
makeshift 
manipulate 

plummet 
possess 
poverty 
precise 
predicament 
predict 
prejudice 
preliminary 
primitive 
priority 
prominent 
propel 
prosecute 
prosper 
provoke 
quest 
recount 
refuge 
reinforce 
remorse 
remote 
resolute 
restrain 

swarm 
tangible 
terminate 
terrain 
trait 
transform 
transport 
treacherous 
unanimous 
unique 
unruly 
urban 
vacate 
verdict 
verge 
vibrant 
vital 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a 

specific word choice on meaning and tone.  
 Reading: Informational Text  
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
 Writing 
 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 

sequences.  
• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  
• Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.  
• Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.  

Speaking and Listening 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  

 Language  
 1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

• Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive).  
• Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 

expression in conventional language. 
 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

• Spell correctly.  
 3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

• Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 
• Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.  

• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase.  

• Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible).  
• Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.  
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).  

 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  
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• Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words.  
• Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 

unwasteful, thrifty).  
• 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 

when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 
• Teacher circulation 
• Teacher-led discussions 
• Use of technological tools 
• Teacher created class webpage 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning  
• Class review of vocab 
• Homework 
• Use of interactive whiteboard 
• Sentence writing 
• Creative story writing using vocab 
• Sensory language maps 
• Vocabulary maps 
• Character and vocabulary chart 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Hands-on activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Vocabulary stories 
• Class discussions/participation 

• Homework/class work 
• Notebooks 
• Exit ticket 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Word Explorer Level F- People’s Publishing Group 
Words, Words, Words by: Janet Allen 
The Rumpelstiltskin Problem By Vivian Vande Velde 
The Egypt Game By Zilpha Keatley Snyder 
The Acorn People By Ron Jones 
Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie By Jordan Sonnenblick 
Novel word lists 
Dictionary/Thesaurus 
Online dictionary/thesaurus 
Electronic Spellers 
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GRADE 6 

UNIT TITLE Grammar 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information Literacy 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Knowledge and application of proper grammar 
help to improve a student’s writing skills. 

• How do rules of language affect communication? 

• How can grammar skills improve written expression? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Identify and master application of parts of speech and their functions. 
• Identify and apply appropriate case. 
• Apply knowledge of English grammar and usage to express ideas effectively. 
• Use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling throughout writing. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening 

throughout writing. 
• Identify and use proper choice of pronouns 
• Identify and use proper pronoun antecedent 

 

Content Standards 

Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
Language 

 1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
• Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive).  
• Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).  
• Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.*  
• Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).*  
• Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 

expression in conventional language.* 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

• Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*  
• Spell correctly.  

 3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
• Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.*  
• Maintain consistency in style and tone.*  
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Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning  
• Homework 
• Video presentations 
• Use of interactive whiteboard 
• Textbook practice and reinforcement 
• Incorporate learned English conventions during writing 
• PowerPoint Presentations 
• Note taking 
• Teacher-created grammar packet 

 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guide 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Notebooks 
• Student self-evaluation 
• Exit ticket 

 

Suggested Resources 

Holt Elements of Language Introductory Course Textbook 
Interactive Whiteboard 
Holt Elements of Language Introductory Course Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Language Skills Practice Book 
Discovery Education Website 
Various students practice books 
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GRADE 6 

UNIT TITLE Writing 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information Literacy 
• Flexibility and Adaptability 
• Initiative and Self-direction 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology, Social Studies, Science 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Writing is the process of communicating in print 
for a variety of audiences and purposes. 

• Good writing contains a balanced variety of 
traits. 

• Successful writing is essential in all academic 
disciplines. 

• How do good writers express themselves?   

• How does process shape the writer’s product? 

• Can writers successfully respond to prompts of 
different genres?    

• Can writers determine the difference between 
revising and editing? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Write a multi-paragraph composition that engage the reader, state a clear purpose, develop the topic, and 
conclude with a solid ending. 

• Generate ideas for writing through reading and making connections. 
• Incorporate writing strategies such as graphic organizers, charts, and webs. 
• Recognize the audience and use appropriate tone, voice, and intended message. 
• Apply elements of figurative language to writing 
• Use computer writing applications. 
• Revise and edit for spelling, usage, clarity, organization, and fluency. 
• Understand and apply the elements of a scoring rubric.   

 

Content Standards 

 Reading: Literature 
 9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding 

how authors of fiction use or alter history.  
 Reading: Informational Text 
 8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient 

to support the claims.  
 Writing 
 1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
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• Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.  
• Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.  
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.  

 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content.  

• Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

• Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  
• Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented.  

 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.  

• Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically.  

• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  
• Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.  
• Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.  
• Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.  

 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
 5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach.  
 6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 

command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.  
 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

range of discipline-specific tasks and purposes. 
Language  
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

• Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 
expression in conventional language.*  

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
• Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*  
• Spell correctly.  

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
• Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.*  
• Maintain consistency in style and tone.*  

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.  

• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase.  

• Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible).  
• Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.  
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).  

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.  
• Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words.  
• Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 

unwasteful, thrifty).  
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 

• Class discussions 
• Journal writing 
• OE responses to novels 
• Teacher-created writing packet 
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• Modeling • Peer editing 
• Breakdown of 6pt rubric 
• Timed writing practice 
• Scoring Sample essays (individual and group) 
• Figurative language packet 
• Homework 
• Video presentations 
• Note taking 
• Use of interactive whiteboard 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

• NJ Holistic 6pt Scoring Rubric 
• Holt Elements of Language Introductory Course Textbook 
• NJ ASK writing prompts (Speculative, Expository, Persuasive) 
• NJ ASK sample essays 
• Discover Education website 
• Figuratively Speaking Gr. 5-8 (Learning Works) Workbook 
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GRADE 6 

UNIT TITLE Standardized Test Preparation 

Time frame Marking Period 1-3 

21st Century Themes 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology, Science, Social Studies 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Develop and practice test taking skills for 
reading and writing in preparation for 
mandated state standardized testing. 

• Do students possess test taking skills that demonstrate their 
language arts literacy level? 

• Can students apply test taking strategies and skills to a 
standardized test? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

Reading: 
• Write short construction responses using R.A.S.C. (Restate, Answer, Support, Connect) to answer open-

ended questions. 
• Determine the best answer for multiple choice questions and recognize the skills (e.g. author’s purpose, main 

idea and supporting details, decoding and context clues, predicting, inferring) each MC question is testing. 
• Apply pre-reading and test taking strategies to answer questions within a given time frame. 
• Analyze OE sample responses and set goals to improve scores for future tests. 
Writing: 
• Construct speculative and explanatory writing responses for given prompts. 
• Apply pre-writing and post-writing test taking strategies to complete writing tasks within a given time frame. 
• Analyze sample essays and set goals to improve scores for future tests. 

 

Content Standards 

 Reading: Literature 
 1. Cite text al evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 

opinions or judgments.  
 3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves 

toward a resolution.  
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a 

specific word choice on meaning and tone.  
 5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, 

setting, or plot.  
 6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.  
 10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, 

with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  
 Reading: Informational Text 
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 1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or 

judgments.  
 3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).  

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.  

 6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.  
 8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that 

are not.  
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 
the high end of the range. 

 Writing 
 1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

• Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.  
• Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.  
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.  

 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content.  

• Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

• Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  
• Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented.  

 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.  

• Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically.  

• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  
• Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.  
• Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.  
• Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.  

 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

range of discipline-specific tasks, and purposes. 
 Vocabulary 
 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly 

from a range of strategies.  
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase.  
• Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible).  

 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.  
• Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words.  
• Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 

unwasteful, thrifty).  
 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
Language 

 3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
• Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.*  
• Maintain consistency in style and tone.*  

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction • Interdisciplinary Activities 
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• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Practice timed writing/ reading 
• Review OE and Writing Scoring rubric 
• Read and analyze sample OE responses/essays 
• Discussion of MC skills 
• Homework 
• Note taking 
• Use of interactive whiteboard 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Tests 
• Homework/class work 
• Oral question responses 

• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

Njdoe.com 
Teacher-created sample packets 
NJ Holistic 6pt Scoring Rubric Writing 
NJ Holistic 4pt Scoring Rubric OE Reading 
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APPENDIX A  
Glossary of Language Arts Terms 

Adjective (modifier)- A part of speech modifying or describing nouns, pronouns, and verbals used as 
nouns. 

Types: 
• Predicate adjective- (The girl is beautiful.)  
• Modifying adjectives- (The beautiful girl smiled.)  
• Proper adjective-formed from a proper noun (France-French) 
• Adjective phrase- group of words without a subject or a predicate acting as an adjective: (The 

girl on the corner attends this school.) 
• Article- (the, a, an) 
• Demonstrative-that book, this toy 
• Numerical-first place, six puppies 
• Possessive-her book 

Adverb (modifier)- A part of speech modifying or describing verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs.  In 
general, it answers the questions: How?  Why?  When?  Where?  
Affix-A word element, such as a prefix or suffix, that can only occur attached to a base, stem, or root 
Agreement-two words in a sentence must agree in number (singular/plural) 
Subject-verb agreement- ex.) child eats, children eat 
Pronoun-antecedent agreement- ex.) Everyone has his or her own opinion. 
Antagonist-main character in a story offering opposition to the protagonist 
Antecedent- A word or words that a pronoun refers.  It must precede the pronoun. 
Antonym-opposite meaning 
Appositive- A noun or pronoun that explains another noun or pronoun that precedes it.  (Buddy, the 
youngest  boy in the class, made the honor roll.) 
Case- the name for the part in which the noun or pronoun plays in a sentence (see examples under 
pronoun) 
Characters-see literary elements 
Clause- a group of words containing a subject and a predicate that acts as part of the sentence.  
(After he had gone, they watched the game.) 

Types:   
• Adjective clause- group of words with a subject and a predicate acting as an adjective: (The 

man who is singing has a fine voice.)  
• Adverbial clause- A group of words containing a subject and a predicate that functions as an 

adverb. 
• Independent clause-Expresses a complete thought and by itself may be a complete sentence. 

Ex.) Ann was very cold because she wore no sweater. 
• Dependent clause-May not stand alone as a complete sentence and must always accompany 

an independent clause.  Ex.) They were glad that they had been invited.  
Cliché- see figurative language 
Climax- see literary elements 
Compositional risks- elements of style or structure (e.g. dialogue, inversion, high-level vocabulary, 
and hyperbole) that elevate the overall quality of a piece of writing. 
Conflict- see literary elements 
Conjunction- joins together words or groups of words.   

Types: 
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• Co-coordinating- and, but, or 
• Correlative-not only…but also/neither…nor/either…or 

Subordinate-before, however, although 
Connotation-The set of associations implied by a word in addition to its literal meaning. 
Consonant  blend-two consonants come together to make two distinct sounds (blink, spill) 
Consonant  digraph-two consonants come together to form one sound (check, share) 
Contraction- a word made up of two or more words.  These words are combined into one by leaving 
out one or two letters.  Use an apostrophe to indicate the letter or letter left out. (Do not=don’t, should 
have=should’ve) 

Note: Do not use contractions when writing formally. 
Denotation-The most specific or direct meaning of a word, in contrast to its figurative or associated 
meanings 
Dialogue-see literary device 
Diphthong-A complex speech sound or glide that begins with one vowel and gradually changes to 
another vowel within the same syllable, as (oi) in boil 
Direct address-see personal pronouns  
Direct object- Receives the action of the verb.  Answers the question “What?” or “Whom?” after the 
action.  The pitcher threw the ball.  (Ball answers the question…What was thrown?) 
Euphemism- see figurative language 
Figurative language- contains images. The writer describes something through the use of unusual 
comparisons, for effect, interest, and to make things clearer. 

Types:  
• Metaphor-a direct comparison not using like or as.  (The clouds were marshmallow fluff floating 

in the sky.) 
• Simile-a comparison using like or as (The clouds are like marshmallow fluff.) 
• Hyperbole-the use of extreme exaggeration, usually with humor 
• Alliteration- The repetition of usually initial consonant sounds in two or more neighboring words 

or syllables  
• Onomatopoeia- Naming a thing or an action by imitating the sound associated with it. 
• Oxymoron- Two opposite words coming together to make a new idea (jumbo shrimp) 
• Personification-giving human-like qualities to inanimate objects. 
• Cliché-an overly used phrase 
• Idiom- a saying that does not imply its literal meaning 
• Euphemism- The substitution of a mild or less negative word or phrase for a harsh or blunt one 

Gerund-see verbals 
Homograph-One of two or more words that have the same spelling but differ in origin, meaning, and 
sometimes pronunciation, such as fair (pleasing in appearance) and fair (market)  
Homonym-One of two or more words that have the same sound and often the same spelling but differ 
in meaning, such as bank (embankment) and bank (place where money is kept). 
Homophone-One of two or more words, such as night and knight that are pronounced the same but 
differ in meaning, origin, and sometimes spelling. 
Hook sentence- usually first sentence of an essay.  Grabs the reader’s attention. 
Hyperbole-see figurative language 
Idiom- see figurative language 
Indirect object-Comes before the direct object: It usually tells to whom or for whom the action of the 
verb is done.  (John gave Tom a gift.) 
Infinitive-see verbals 
Interjection-a word that expresses sudden or strong feeling. (Oh, Ouch, Alas, Wow, Bravo, etc.) 
Literary Device-a tool to enhance, embellish, or illuminate language 

Types: 
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• Dialogue-conversation between characters in a story 
• Figurative language-see #13 
• Foreshadowing- Where future events in a story, or perhaps the outcome, are suggested by 

the author before they happen 
• Irony- expression of something that is contrary to the intended meaning; the words say one 

thing but mean another 
• Mood- The atmosphere or emotional condition created by the piece, within the setting. 
• Oxymoron- A contradiction in terms.  

Point-of-view- The identity of the narrative voice; the person or entity through whom the reader 
experiences the story. 
First person-the speaker 
Second person-the person spoken to 
Third person-the person spoken about 
Symbolism- The use of specific objects or images to represent abstract ideas. 
Theme- Main idea or message conveyed by the piece. 
Tone- The apparent emotional state, or “attitude,” of the speaker ’s voice, as conveyed through 
the language of the piece. 
Style-The way in which something is said, done, expressed, or performed 
Literary Elements-the various parts of a story that produce a unified effect. 

Types: 
• Plot-main idea of story 
• Setting-time and place 
• Characters-(major/minor, protagonist/antagonist) 
• Conflict-the problem which creates the plot 
• Climax-the highest point of the story 
• Resolution-the result of the conflict 

Metaphor-see figurative language 
Mood-see literary device 
Noun- a name of a person, place, thing, or idea. 

Types: 
• Common-most frequently used-named for general types of classifications (dog, boy, street, 

president) 
• Proper- named for specific person, place, or thing (Fred, Central Ave., New Jersey, Statue of 

Liberty) 
• Concrete- name for an object that we can see, hear, touch, taste, or smell. (desk, person, 

water) 
• Abstract- name of a quality, characteristic, or idea. (truth, jealousy, beauty, honor, friendship) 
• Collective- name for a group. (team, faculty, committee, flock) 

Onomatopoeia- see figurative language 
Oxymoron- see literary device 
Paragraph-a group of sentences that tell about one main idea 
Participle- see verbals 
Parts of Speech- Names for the ways words are used in sentences.  Because words are used eight 
different ways, there are eight different parts of speech.  The parts of speech are: noun, pronoun, 
adjective, adverb, verb, preposition, conjunction, and interjection. 
Personification- see figurative language 
Phrase- a phrase is a group of words, which has neither a subject nor a predicate.  (The girl in the 
blue sweater is talking.) 
Plot-see literary elements 
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Poetry-language of emotion, usually written in some sort of form 
Point-of-view- see literary device 
Predicate- one of the two principal parts of a sentence.  The predicate is the part that says something 
about the subject.  (Ten ships sank during the storm.) 

Types: 
• Simple predicate- contains one verb in the sentence.  (The silly boy ran.) 
• Compound predicate-contains two verbs in the sentence, joined by a conjunction.  (The silly 

boy ran and jumped over the puddle.) 
• Complete predicate-contains the entire predicate in the sentence. 
• Predicate adjective- adjective used after the linking verb; it modifies the subject. (The girl was 

thin.)  
• Predicate noun- noun used after the linking verb that refers to the subject.  (The girl was an 

excellent speller.) 
• Predicate pronoun- pronoun that follows the linking verb that refers to the subject.  (It is I.) 

Prefix- the letter or group of letters placed before a root word to modify the root’s meaning 
Preposition- a preposition is a connective.  It always introduces a phrase.  It shows the relationship 
between its object and some other word in the sentence. (under, over, between, with, for, about, by, 
from, inside, off, during, down, upon, etc.) 
Compound preposition- ex.) in spite of, according to, on account of 
Object of the preposition- pronoun, noun, verbal, or a clause following a preposition. (The top of the 
table was littered with papers.) 
Prepositional phrase- contains the preposition and its object. (The snake hid under the log.) 
Pronoun- a word used in place of a noun.  

Types: 
• Personal-refers to noun 
• Nominative Case-included in the complete subject (I, you, he, they) 
• Objective Case-included in the complete predicate (me, you, him,  them) 
• Possessive Case-shows ownership (mine, ours, theirs, its) 
• Interrogative-asks a question (who, whose, whom, which, what, that) 
• Relative- introduces more of the subject (who, whose, whom, that) He is the one that I was 

telling you about. 
• Demonstrative- this, that, these, those 
• Reflexive-ourselves, himself, themselves, myself 
• Indefinite-does not refer to a specific number (all, any, nobody, something) 

Reciprocal-each other, one another 
Protagonist-the principal/lead character of a story 
Resolution-see literary elements 
Root word- the basic component of a word that contains its meaning 
Rubric-a scoring guide used in subjective assessments 
Schwa-is the vowel sound in many unaccented syllables in words of more than one syllable. It is 
sometimes signified by the pronunciation "uh" or symbolized by an upside-down rotated e (lemon) 
Sentence- a group of words expressing a complete thought; must contain a subject and a predicate. 

Structure: 
• Simple sentence (Bare bones)-Contains a subject and a predicate. (I am tired.) 
• Complex sentence- Contains one main, or independent clause, and one or more dependent 

clauses. (When he is tired he may take a nap.) 
• Compound sentence-made up of two or more words connected by a conjunction.  (The father 

was a well-educated man, but his wife never finished school.) 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


24 
 

• Compound-complex sentence- contains two or more independent clauses and one or more 
dependent clause.  When he had finished his dinner (subordinate clause), Mr. Smith went into 
the living room to watch television (independent  clause); but, to his disgust, he discovered 
(independent  clause) that the set was not working properly. (subordinate clause) 

Types: 
• Declarative-States a fact or opinion (The store is located around the corner. 
• Exclamatory-Expresses a strong feeling or emotion. (The teacher is failing us!) 
• Imperative-Gives a command. (Johnny, take out the trash.) 
• Interrogative-Asks a question. (What time does school end today?) 
Syntax: 
• Natural order-When the subject of the sentence precedes the verb. (Tommy likes to read.) 
• Inverted order-When a verb or part of the verb comes before the subject. (Do you like to read?) 

Most questions are in inverted order. 
Setting-see literary elements 
Simile-see figurative language  
Style-see literary device 
Subject- one of the two principal parts of a sentence. 

Types: 
• Simple subject- a single noun or pronoun about which something is being said. (Mary read the 

paragraph.) 
• Compound subject-contains two or more subjects joined by a conjunction. (Mary and John 

read the paragraph.) 
• Complete subject-involves the entire subject of the sentence.  (The large, pink elephant  has 

big ears.) 
Suffix-the letter or group of letters placed after a root word to modify the word’s meaning 
Symbolism- see literary device 
Synonym-same meaning 
Tense-the time that a verb expresses.  There are three main divisions: present, past, and future. 

Simple present- go, goes 
Simple past- went 
Future- shall or will go 
Conditional- should or would go 
Present perfect-have or has gone 
Past perfect- had gone 
Future perfect-shall or will have gone 
Conditional perfect-should or would 
have gone 
Present progressive- am, is, or are 
going 
Past progressive- was or were going 
Future progressive- shall or will be going 
Conditional progressive- should or 
would be going 
Present perfect progressive- have or 
has been going 
Past perfect progressive- had been 
going 
Future perfect progressive- shall or will 
have been going 

Conditional perfect progressive- should 
or would have been going 
Present emphatic (definite) do or does 
go 
Past emphatic (definite) did go 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


25 
 

Theme-see literary device 
Thesis statement (topic sentence)-states main idea of an essay 
Tone-see literary device 
Understood you-a subject that is assumed in a sentence-usually in a command. (Sit down. You sit 
down.) 
Verb- part of speech that expresses action or state of being. 

Types: 
• Transitive- takes an object (The secretary typed the letter.) 
• Intransitive- does not take an object (The secretary typed all day.) 
• Main- principal verb in a verb phrase (will sing) 
• Auxiliary- precedes main verb in a verb phrase.  May be more than one verb.   (will sing, 

should have been reading) 
• Linking- links subject with the predicate (I am serious.  He is the teacher.  The food smells 

wonderful.) 
• Verb phrase- made up of an auxiliary verb and the main verb.  (They have been cured.) 

Verbal- formed from a verb.  It is part verb, and may take an object.   
It can also be part adjective, part noun, or part adverb.  There are three kinds. 

Types: 
• Gerunds-act as nouns.  (Louise is fond of dancing.  Playing tennis is strenuous exercise.) 
• Participles- act as adjectives.  (There was a broken vase on the floor.  The girl peeling the 

potatoes is complaining.) 
o Dangling participle- when a participle is not before or after the noun it is describing. 

(Running down the street, the car hit the dog.)  INCORRECT!  Instead one should 
say-The car hit the dog running down the street.   

• Infinitives- can act as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs.  (He wanted to travel.  The college to 
attend is Columbia.) 

o Split infinitive-when an infinite is incorrectly divided.  (I told you to not shout out loud.)  
INCORRECT!  Instead, one should say-I told you not to shout out loud. 

Verbal phrase- made up of the verbal, its object, and the modifiers of the object. 
Types:  
• She is fond of attending the theater.-gerund phrase 
• The boy to invite to the picnic is Sam.-infinitive phrase 
• The man fell asleep reading the newspaper. -participle phrase. 

Voice-a verb has two voices, active and passive 
• Active-Subject performs the action and there is a receiver of the action (Lightening struck 

the house.) 
• Passive- Subject receives the action (The house was struck by lightning.) 
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